2008 ICC Federal Regulatory Priority

	Federal Recognition of the of the I-Codes 
As Meeting OSHA Egress Requirements



The model building codes developed under the auspices of the Code Council (I-Codes) serve as a baseline for the design, construction, operation and maintenance of the majority of public and private sector building in the United States.  As such the I-Codes are readily recognized and understood by building owners, product manufacturers, designers, contractors, insurance interests, policy decision-makers, code officials and all others involved in building design, construction, approval, and operation. Through nearly universal adoption and implementation of the IBC by federal, state and local jurisdictions in the United States, this core document in the family of I-Codes, has grown to serve as the national code for U.S. building construction.
With widespread jurisdictional application of the International Building Code (IBC) an opportunity to reduce a redundant regulatory burden has been created.  When construction is inspected by local or state authorities for conformance to the comprehensive requirements of the building code, that inspection includes review of conformance to the exit route (egress) requirements of the building code.   Direct comparison of the egress provisions of the model codes with the OSHA egress rules demonstrate that the model codes are designed to fully address the OSHA egress requirements.  With a grant of recognition by OSHA that the I-Codes meet or exceed the federal requirements for egress, the certification of the local or state building inspector can also serve as a demonstration of conformance to the OSHA rules, eliminating the need for separate OSHA specific inspection.
In May of 2004 the International Code Council petitioned the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) to revise its rules to officially recognize the International Building Code (IBC) and International Fire Code (IFC) as meeting OSHA’s egress requirement.  Such recognition will permit employers to demonstrate compliance with the OSHA egress rules through documents already demonstrating a building’s comprehensive compliance with a state or local adoption of the Code Council’s model building code.
The Code Council requested this recognition on behalf of the interests of the membership of the ICC, the jurisdictions that adopt and enforce the IBC and the IFC, and, more at-large and most especially, on behalf of the building and business managers that own or utilize facilities constructed and maintained in compliance with these codes.  In support of its petition the Code Council submitted, in November of 2005, a comprehensive section by section comparison and analysis of the IBC with OSHA’s rules in Subpart E.  After review of that document OSHA made a preliminary finding recognizing the combined egress provisions of the IBC and IFC as compliant with the OSHA requirements.  
In December of 2006 OSHA published in the Federal Register an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) that included a request for public comment on questions relating to a revision of OSHA’s rules to permit employers to show compliance with the egress provisions of Subpart E through preexisting compliance with the IBC and IFC.  Using and responding to public comment in this ANPRM, OSHA is presently preparing a specific proposal for a revision of its rules.  With that publication the public will again be invited to comment on the proposal.
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