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1)  

Name:            Chuck Bajnai Date:   7/11/2011 
Jurisdiction/Company:        Chesterfield County, VA 
Submitted on Behalf of:       VBCOA 
Address:                                9800 Government Center Parkway 
City:         Midlothian  State:   VA   Zip Code:     23832 
Phone:    804-717-6428 Ext. Fax:  
E-mail address (see # 4 below):   bajnaic@chesterfield.gov 

               
 
              Copyright Release:  In accordance with Council Policy #28 Code Development, all Code Change 

Proposals, Floor Modifications and Public Comments are required to include a copyright release. A 
copy of the copyright release form is included at the end of this form. Please follow the directions 
on the form. This form as well as an alternative release form can also be downloaded from the ICC 
website at www.iccsafe.org. If you have previously executed the copyright release for this 
cycle, please check the below: 

 

 X     2012/2013 Cycle copyright release on file 
 

3) Code: Indicate appropriate International Code(s) associated with this Public Proposal – Please use 

Acronym:   IRC 
  

If you have also submitted a separate coordination change to another I-Code, please indicate the 
code: ________ 
(See section below for list of names and acronyms for the International Codes). 
 
NOTE: Sections of the International Codes that have a letter designation in brackets in front 
of them are the responsibility of a different committee than the committee normally 
responsible for that code.  For instance, Section 301.1.4 of the IEBC has a [B] in front of it, 
meaning that this section is the responsibility of one of the IBC Code Development 
Committees (in this case, IBC-S). Any proposed changes to Section 301.1.4 will be heard by 
the IBC-Structural committee. 
 
Therefore, some code change proposals to Group B code text may be due in order to be 
heard by Group A code development committees, and vice versa. Please go to 
www.iccsafe.org/responsibilites for detailed information on Group A and Group B Code 
Development Committee responsibilities. 
 

4) E-mail address:  Your email address will be published with your code change proposal unless you 
check here: ______ 

R602.3.1 Tall studs 



   

 
 
Please make the following changes to Section R602.3.1  
 
 
R602.3.1 Stud size, height and spacing.  The size, height and spacing of studs 
shall be in accordance with Table R602.3(5).  
 
Exceptions: 

1. Utility grade studs…no change 
 
 
2.  Studs more than 10 feet in height which are in accordance with Table 
R602.3.1.Walls over 12 feet tall, two-story gable end walls and two-story 
walls supporting a roof with not more than 6’ of tributary length, shall be 
permitted. The studs shall be 2x6 at 16 inches on center with a maximum 
height of 20 feet. The wall shall be sheathed with wood structural panels on 
the exterior and gypsum board or equivalent on the interior.  Window and 
door penetrations shall be permitted with jack studs supporting the header in 
accordance with Section R602.7 and double king studs outboard of the jacks 
on each side of the opening.  

Exception:  If any portion of the two-story wall is required to be a 
qualified braced wall panel to achieve compliance with Section 
R602.10.2 for either floor, then it shall be designed by a registered 
design professional. 

 
 



   

 

Please delete Table R602.3.1 including its related drawing. 
 
 

TABLE R602.3.1 
MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE LENGTH OF WOOD STUDS EXPOSE TO WIND SPEEDS OF 100 

MPH OR LESS IN SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORIES a,B,C,D0,D1, AND D2 

  
 

 
 

 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
Reason statement: 
 
Table R602.3.1 has been the source of a lot of confusion. The footnote b is seldom read or 
understood.  This change is submitted to: 

1. Eliminate the table - the source of the confusion 
2. Provide clarification as to where it can be applied (see the three options below) 
3. Write in prose the requirements using a 2x6 wall. 
4. To say that you cannot use these tall studs where the wall is an integral part of the wall 

bracing system.   
 

1. It could be used for a tall wall or a two-story gable ended wall supporting nothing more 
than self weight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. It could be used for a two-story projection where the roof framing runs perpendicular to 
the wall so long as the overbuilt roof has a trib length of 6’ or less 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. It could be used for a two-story projection where the roof framing runs parallel to the wall 
supporting nothing more than self weight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cost Impact:     None.   
 
 
Public Hearing: Committee: AS AM D     DF  
 
Assembly:  ASF  AMF  
 


