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SECTION 309 
FIRE PROTECTION 

 
309.1 Fire protection. Fire protection systems shall be provided where required by the building 
code. 

Exceptions: 
1.  An emergency voice/alarm system is not required for outdoor bleacher-type seating 

provided all of the following are met: 
1.1. The bleacher-type seating has an occupant load of less than 15,000; 
1.2. A public address system with standby power is provided; 
1.3. Enclosed spaces attached or immediately adjacent to the bleacher-type seating 

comprise, in the aggregate, 10 percent or less of the overall area of the bleacher-
type seating or 1,000 square feet (92.9 m2), whichever is less. 

1.4. Spaces under the bleacher-type seating shall be separated from the bleacher-type 
seating in accordance with Section 1029.8.1.1.1 1029.1.1.1 of the International 
Building Code. 

1.5. All means of egress from the bleacher-type seating are open to the outside. 
2.  An emergency voice/alarm system is not required for outdoor bleacher-type seating with 

an occupant load of 300 or less. 
3.  An emergency voice/alarm system is not required for temporary outdoor bleacher-type 

seating providing all of the following are met: 
3.1. There are no enclosed spaces under or attached to the bleacher-type seating; 
3.2. The bleacher-type seating is erected for a period of less than 180 days; 
3.2. Evacuation of the bleacher-type seating is included in an approved fire safety plan. 


