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SCOPE: The scope of the standard is to provide minimum design and construction requirements for storm shelters that
provide a safe refuge from storms that produce high winds, hurricanes and tornadoes. Hurricanes and tornadoes
generate high winds that produce wind pressures on buildings and structures and that create flying debris at levels and
intensities than are higher than those for which most commercial building and residences are designed. The magnitude
of the wind speeds associated with these storms are such that building occupants and residents are required to
evacuate the area or seek protection in a shelter designed for resistance to extraordinary loads and flying debris. This
standard provides design requirements for the main wind-resisting structural system and components and cladding of
these shelters, and provides basic occupant life safety and health requirements for these shelters, including means of
egress, lighting, sanitation, ventilation, fire safety and minimum required floor space for occupants.
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