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Purpose of Building 
Codes 

 The purpose of various Building Codes are to 
provide minimum standards to safeguard life, 
health, property, and public welfare by regulating 
and controlling the design, construction, quality 
of materials, use and occupancy, location and 
maintenance of all buildings, structures and 
certain equipment.  

 Design Professionals, Inspectors and 
Tradespersons are licensed to protect the public 



Babylonian Code  
of Hammurabi 

1780 BC 
 

“If a builder build a house for someone 
and does not construct it properly, and 
the house which he built fall in and kill 
its owner, then that builder shall be put 
to death.” 



First United States Codes 

 First on record was in 1625 in what was 
know as New Amsterdam (New York).   

 Addressed fire prevention and governed 
the types of roofing materials that could 
be used to protect from chimney sparks. 

 Chicago fire of 1871 caused many large 
cities to create their own municipal  
building codes. 



Building Officials and 
Code Administration  
(BOCA) 

 The first major model-code group 
 Founded in 1915 
 Located in Country Club Hills, Illinois 
 Codes were adopted predominantly in the north central and 

northeastern states 



International Conference  
of Building Officials 
(ICBO) 

 Formed in 1922 
 Located in Whittier, CA 
 First edition of the Uniform Building Code published in 1927 
 Adopted by states west of the Mississippi River 



Southern Building Code 
Conference  

 Headquartered in Birmingham, Alabama 
 Founded in 1940 
 Published the Southern Building Code 
 Widely accepted in the southeast 



International Code  
Council (ICC) 

 Uniform system of codes was necessary 
 Representatives from each of the code organizations formed the 

ICC in 1994 
 First edition of the International Building Code published in 2000 



And with all of this  
we still have this? 



Keys to a SMOOTH 
Permit Approval Process: 
 If there is some facet of the 

project that is out of the 
ordinary, arrange for a 
presubmission meeting with 
the review team as soon as 
plans are of sufficient 
completeness to understand 
the project. 

 Complete and accurate 
Building plans and plot plan. 

 Include Correct Project info, 
proper address/location, 
contact info 

 RESCheck report properly 
completed establishing 
compliance with the 2012 
International Energy 
Conservation Code. 

 Be familiar with the IRC Plan 
review checklist! 

 



What Do I need for a Permit? 

Plot plan if you are 
expanding the 
footprint or building 
a new structure 

Detailed Building 
Plans 



We try to make it as easy as possible 

• What are our goals? 
• Streamline permit 

approval process when 
possible.  

• Some permits over the 
counter.  

• Some permits from 
our website. 

• Assist applicants with 
solutions to their project 
challenges. 
 
 

• COMING SOON!!! 
Complete On-line 
permitting and payment 

 
 

www.cityofrockhill.com 



When do you need a 
permit? 

Examples: 
• New houses or buildings  
• Room additions or expansions  
• Structural repairs, remodeling and alterations  
• Accessory structures 
• Carports and detached garages  
• Plumbing, heating and air, electrical, gas work 
• Re-roofing, new siding, replacement windows 



Overview of Development Activities 

Permits 
 The total number of permits December 2014 is 314, up by 66% compared to December of 2013. 
To date, the number of permits issued is 2722, up by 105% compared to this time last 
fiscal year. 
 The total number of new single‐family home permits issued this month is 13, down by 52% 
compared to December of last year. To date, the number of single family home permits issued 
is 118, down by 11% compared to this time last fiscal year. 
 Seven multi‐family apartment buildings with 168 units were permitted this month, up from 
none in December of last year. To date, a total of 16 buildings with 384 units have been 
permitted, up from none this time last fiscal year. 
 Eight new commercial buildings were permitted this month, up from none in December of 
last year. To date, the number of non‐residential permits issued is 21, up 163% from this time 
last fiscal year. 
 
Inspections 
 The number of building inspections performed this month is 1425, up by 23% from last 
December. Inspectors performed an average of 17.8 inspections per day this month. To date, 
the number of inspections performed is 8829, up by 32% compared to this time last fiscal year. 





Why are building permits 
important? 

Safety!!! 
 



Specific Standards create consistency  



Contractor Licensing Required!!! 

State Licenses are required for most 
building trade activities. 
South Carolina Contractor's Licensing 
Board  Contact Info: 
Telephone: (803) 896-4686 
Email: clbhelp@llr.sc.gov 
 
The City of Rock Hill also requires a 
City Business License prior to the 
issuance of a permit 

mailto:clbhelp@llr.sc.gov


Thank you!!!!!!! 
Mike Nugent, C.B.O. 
Building Official 
Planning & Development 
City of Rock Hill 
P.O. Box 11706 
155 Johnston Street (29731-1706) 
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29731-1706 
o: 803-329-5598 
Mike.Nugent@cityofrockhill.com 
 

mailto:Mike.Nugent@cityofrockhill.com
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